40	PROBATE PRACTICE
SUCCESSION DUTY ACCOUNTS
Shortly, succession duty is a charge upon certain
classes of property, the beneficial interest in which,
or the income whereof, passes wholly or partially
because or on the occasion of the death of any
person, by means of a transfer. The transfer may
be either by a disposition or by devolution. The
person who confers or gives the property, or from
whom the property is derived is called "the
predecessor" and the person who becomes entitled
to, or on whom the beneficial interest is conferred,
is called the "successor.55
In the preparation of succession duty accounts,
the main difficulty is in ascertaining who is the
"predecessor," as the rate of duty depends on the
relationship between the predecessor and the
successor.
In Hanson on Death Duties (8th Edition, page
44), the following rules are given—
 (1)	An heir coming into possession as heir either in tail or in fee
of a previous holder, takes for the purpose of succeeding
by devolution from the last possessor of the estate, who is
the predecessor.
 (2)	Where the person coming into possession does so as a person
named or designated, e.g. as the first of a new series of
stirps, he takes for the purpose of succeeding by disposition
from the settlor or testator, who is the predecessor.
 (3)	Where a succession is created by the exercise of a power
of appointment (whether general or special) the instrument
creating the power, whether a deed or will, is the disposition.
The appointment is read into this instrument,  and the
predecessor ascertained accordingly.
(4)	Except in the two cases following—
(a) If the power is a general power which can be exercised
by the donee for his own benefit and which takes effect
(i.e. becomes certainly operative) upon the death of any
person, then the donee of the power when he exercises
it is to be taken to be entitled to a succession from the
donor of the power.

